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The Tribune offers more endorsements in contested races for the Illinois House.

41st District (west suburbs) — Voters won't go wrong choosing between Republican attorney Chris Nybo, a member of the Elmhurst City Council, and Democrat Brian Stephenson, an attorney from La Grange Park. They agree on many issues, including resistance to an income tax increase. It's great to hear Stephenson talk about abolishing Cook County townships. But Nybo, based on his track record on the council, is going to be a force in Springfield. Nybo is endorsed.

42nd District (west suburbs) — GOP Rep. Sandra Pihos of Glen Ellyn sided with the education establishment, defeating a bill that would have given children in the worst Chicago schools a chance to choose their own school. Democrat Kathryn Vlahos of Downers Grove, a teacher and co-owner of a family business, doesn't support that bill either. Neither candidate shows the gumption to shake up the status quo. No endorsement.

43rd District (northwest suburbs) — Two years ago, Republican Ruth Munson lost this seat to Democrat Keith Farnham by just 295 votes. She's back for another run. Both candidates from Elgin believe Illinois must be less hostile to business. Farnham says there's no political will to tackle further pension reforms — that's defeatist. Munson, who runs a software business, makes a stronger argument for reducing the cost of government and luring jobs to Illinois. We liked her independence when we endorsed her in 2008. We endorse her again.

44th District (northwest suburbs) — Democratic Rep. Fred Crespo of Hoffman Estates opposes an income tax increase, but he nibbles at the edges when it comes to spending cuts. Remember the Rod Blagojevich stunt that gave free public transit rides to even the wealthiest senior citizens? That has created a huge financial problem for transit agencies, but Crespo defends it. Our endorsement goes to Republican Billie Roth, the longtime village president of Streamwood. She knows how to live within a budget and has cut village property tax rates. "We don't add spending until we have the money to pay for it," she says. Now wouldn't that be a novel approach in Springfield?

45th District (west suburbs) — Incumbent Republican Franco Coladipietro of Bloomingdale understands that the pension reform passed last session was only the beginning of what must be done. Illinois needs the political will to implement zero-based budgeting, he says. Also on his agenda: moving Medicaid recipients to managed care. He is endorsed over Democrat JoAnn Franzen of Roselle.

46th District (west suburbs) — GOP Rep. Dennis Reboletti of Elmhurst cast a bad vote to deny Chicago kids an education choice. He has otherwise been a diligent legislator. House Speaker Michael Madigan sees Democrat Deborah Conroy, an Elmhurst school board member, as his best chance to get a foothold in DuPage County. Reboletti is endorsed.

47th District (west suburbs)— Republican Rep. Patti Bellock of Hinsdale was a leader this past session in efforts to bring transparency and businesslike management practices to Illinois Medicaid spending. Good for her. There is much more work to be done there. Bellock is endorsed over Democrat Jim Speta of Downers Grove and the Green Party's Bob Mueller of Westmont.

48th District (west suburbs) — Congrats to Rep. Michael Connelly of Lisle for supporting school choice for children. The Republican wants to focus on creating jobs and forcing higher ethical standards on Springfield. He is endorsed over Democrat Barbara Green of Lisle.

49th District (west suburbs) — Republican incumbent Tim Schmitz of Batavia is a consistent vote for more efficient government and a business climate that will lure jobs. He is endorsed over Democrat Jennifer Barconi, a South Elgin business owner.

50th District (Aurora area) — Rep. Kay Hatcher of Yorkville fended off a tough GOP primary challenge. She has been a disciplined, ethical lawmaker. She is endorsed over a well-intentioned opponent, Democrat Linda Healyof Aurora.

51st District (north, northwest suburbs) — Rep. Ed Sullivan Jr. of Mundelein understands that Illinois pensions and Medicaid must be fundamentally altered for the state to fix its financial crisis. A member of the Illinois Jobs Task Force, the Republican supports reform of worker's comp and unemployment insurance — two critical changes that would signal Illinois welcomes employers. Sullivan is endorsed over Democrat Steve Riess, a Hawthorn Woods trustee.

53rd District (northwest suburbs) —Republican Rep. Sid Mathias of Buffalo Grove, an independent-thinking legislator, is endorsed over Linda Birnbaum of Wheeling, a former member of the Prospect Heights school board.

54th District (northwest suburbs) — Republicans ousted Rep. Susie Bassi in the primary, opting for Tom Morrison of Palatine. Morrison taught in an Arlington Heights parochial school before he and his brother bought a failing business and turned it around. We backed Bassi in the primary, but it's refreshing to hear Morrison talk about aggressive change. He offers this refreshing idea: Lawmakers should lead by example and eliminate their "luxurious pension benefits." After all, it's a part-time job. Morrison is endorsed over an impressive Democrat, Palatine attorney Matt Flamm.

55th District (west suburbs) — Republican Rep. Randy Ramey of Carol Stream seems to think illegal immigration is the root of all evil. Democrat Gregory Brownfield of Bartlett, a legal aid attorney, is more outraged by the Springfield way of doing business. If he's elected, he vows, he will not vote for Michael Madigan for speaker. This is considered a safe GOP seat, but it would be delicious to see Brownfield make noise in the Democratic caucus. He is endorsed.

56th District (northwest suburbs) — Schaumburg Republican Ryan Higgins, a smart, young lawyer, is running against Democrat Michelle Mussman of Schaumburg, a community volunteer. Higgins, a Dartmouth and Duke law school grad, shows a deep understanding of the problems of the state and a lot of enthusiasm for dramatic fixes. Though Mussman looks strong, it's troubling that she won't commit to charter school expansion. Higgins is enthusiastically endorsed.

57th District (north suburbs) — Few lawmakers are as thorough, thoughtful and independent as Democratic Rep. Elaine Nekritz of Northbrook. "I believe there is too much legislative power concentrated in the hands of the legislative leaders." There, she said it. She pushed for spending cuts that were ultimately rejected by leadership. She bucked her party to back extensive pension reforms. She is warmly endorsed over Republican Richard Hamen, a Prospect Heights alderman and Navy reservist.

58th District (north suburbs) — Democratic Rep. Karen May of Highland Park has started to push on pension abuses. But come on, Rep. May, you couldn't back school choice for Chicago kids in bad schools? She has a terrific challenger: Lauren Turelli, who is on the Lake Forest parks and recreation board. Turelli has a finance background, taught high school in Grayslake and now works at a family-owned property management company. She believes in education choice. She supports more charter schools and wants to make it easier to reward the best teachers and remove the worst. She backs more pension reform, tougher anti-corruption measures and holding the line on taxes. Turelli would be a breath of fresh air in Springfield. She is enthusiastically endorsed.

59th District (north suburbs) — You want a candidate who is truly independent? You'll find it in Dan Sugrue of Green Oaks. He won the Republican primary even though he wasn't the choice of party leaders. He's running against Democratic Rep. Carol Sente of Vernon Hills, who was appointed to the seat a year ago. Though Sente has had a good start, Sugrue seems more likely to shake the cobwebs out of the capital. He is endorsed.

61st District (north suburbs) — Republican Rep. JoAnn Osmond of Antioch is a steady, pro-jobs legislator. She's endorsed over Democrat Scott Pollak, an Antioch businessman.

62nd District (north suburbs)— As a Lake County Board member and now as a lawmaker, Republican Rep. Sandy Cole of Grayslake has voted her conscience. She's a well-informed advocate on environmental issues and understands why Illinois trails other states in job growth. She is endorsed over Democrat Rich Voltair of Round Lake Beach, an assistant professor at National-Louis University.

63rd District (northwest suburbs) —Democrats would be in better shape if they had listened more closely to Rep. Jack Franks of Marengo. He was a sharp critic of Rod Blagojevich when most Democrats were silent about the governor's chaotic reign. Franks has been a spending hawk. He called out party leaders on their phony efforts to "reform" legislative remapping. He deserves credit for all that, and is endorsed over Republican John O'Neill, a McHenry school and library board member.

