State Rep. D-63: Franks


Comments (6 comments) | Add Comments
Local Video and Photos 


PR 2, CLC 0


Photos from Thursday's volleyball match-up between Prairie Ridge and Crystal Lake Central.... 
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The Huddle
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Charles Grant joins the Bears


Democrats in Springfield largely are responsible for the fiscal mess in which the state of Illinois finds itself. Democrats have controlled the House, Senate and the governor’s office for each of the past eight years. They’ve had the opportunity to fix this state’s many problems, but instead have made them worse.

So recommending an incumbent Democrat for state office this year would seem to be recommending more of the same. But Jack Franks is not any other Democrat in Springfield. 

A six-term representative in Illinois’ 63rd District, Franks, of Marengo, is a fiscal conservative and an independent voice in the General Assembly. He acknowledges that Illinois has a spending problem, not a revenue problem, and votes accordingly.

He has bucked his party on many issues, including pension borrowing. He took on former Gov. Rod Blagojevich long before other state Democratic leaders; and he’s criticized Pat Quinn for his many failures since taking over the governor’s seat.

We strongly differ with Franks on his support for Michael Madigan as speaker of the House. The House long has needed a new speaker, and should Franks win re-election, we urge him either to seek the post himself or publicly support another.

McHenry resident John O’Neill, Franks’ Republican opponent, is a fiscal and social conservative who recognizes the shortcomings of our recent state leadership. A relative newcomer to state politics, we’d like to hear more from O’Neill in the future.

The 63rd District comprises much of the northern and western parts of McHenry County, including Harvard, Hebron, Johnsburg, McHenry, Richmond, Woodstock and Union. 

We endorse Franks.

